
                           

The Mercy of Rosalie: a Model of Attachment and Maternal Sensitivity 

 

 

Welcome to this new column especially dedicated to the mother-child relationship. 

Through this welcome initiative, the Editorial Committee wishes to underline the extent 

to which the large International Misericordia Family places maternity at the very heart of 

its identity. Therefore, it is with great joy, but also with great humility that I said yes to 

the proposal of contributing to this inauguration. It is like cutting a ribbon, or again, for 

the man and the father that I am, the umbilical cord of a baby at birth. For the next two 

publications of the bulletin, the columns will be written by women.  

To address the mother-child attachment theory, I will refer to the event in the life of 

Rosalie that has been the most determining factor in my life. In 1819, Rosalie was 7 

months pregnant and the mother of 4 children. She helped her mother who was a midwife 

to save the lives of a set of twins whose grand-parents had asked that they be burned at 

birth. (Positio Vol. 1). She kept the twins in her home for 3 days but then, because she 

had no room for them, she sadly gave them up for adoption and entrusted them in the care 

of the Grey Nuns. Later, because of her affection for these orphaned babies, when she 

gave birth to her own daughter, she called her Léocadie when she was baptized in honour 

of one of the twins. When this daughter became an adult, she married Pierre Laroche, my 

ancestor. My filial bond to Rosalie reaches back into time to my ancestry.   

Six generations have gone by. Two years ago, I retired after working in the field of 

mental health as a psycho-educator for more than 40 years. 

I have worked mostly in hospital environments with interdisciplinary teams and I 

intervened among preschool children and their parents and some who were close to their 

twenties. It is with great pleasure that I still continue, in many ways, to help young 

vulnerable families who live close to the Motherhouse and the hospital where I used to 

work. Throughout most of my life, like my ancestor, I have had the privilege of relieving 

the distress of many mothers, future mothers and children. I wish to add that I learned 

about my ancestry ten years after working in this field. When I learned of my ancestry I 

tried to be more consciously faithful to it.  

Therefore, for Rosalie, this incidence of the twins was an annunciation of a heroic life 

dedicated to welcoming, comforting and supporting pregnant women in distress and their 

children. But there is more to the story. For example, in her warm, protective and 

compassionate attitudes towards these girls in distress, she was already paving the way 

towards future progress in the mentalities and greater knowledge regarding the maternal 

relationship that brings healing, self-confidence, security, comfort, tenderness and 

fulfillment. Despite facing rejection, scorn and dangers, Rosalie created a daring work. In 

many ways, she had a futuristic vision before her time.  
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As proof, as incredible as it may seem, we had to wait for the works of John Bowlby 

(1951) on the plight of war orphans before the scientific community started considering 

that the mother-child relationship could have an influence on child development: The love 

of the mother for the child is as important for his mental health as vitamins and proteins 

are for his physical health. (In Maternal Care and Mental Health on behalf of the 

O.M.S.) 

The researches carried out in the course of the last fifty years have widely confirmed this 

simple, yet novel idea. The theory of attachment by Bowlby has become a reference to 

understand and promote the development of children. In my opinion, his concepts are 

also those most in keeping with the practice of the charism of Rosalie. For example, let us 

begin with a definition. 

Attachment refers specifically to early bonding between the child and his parent or his 

main care provider.
1
 It is described as a combination of emotional and behavioural 

interactions developed over time, especially in situations where the child expresses a 

need for attention, comfort, support or security. 

It is easy to recognize here the moments that the Foundress favoured to offer her mercy. 

Because she was a mother, and like her own mother, she knew what needed to be done to 

nurture attachment security in a relation. In due time, the intense fervour of her faith led 

her to answer the call to use this precious gift to soothe, in the name of the Lord, the 

suffering of those whom she called her treasures. 

Mother Rosalie’s model of mercy well illustrates several other fundamental notions taken 

from the attachment theory. I am thinking, in particular, of maternal sensitivity. This is a 

quality that requires the availability to perceive, to feel with empathy and to understand 

with accuracy the messages of her child, so that she may respond quickly and 

appropriately.  

It is not by chance if those involved in mission work see the value of allowing themselves 

to be inspired by the concept of the mother-child relationship and of human relationships 

in general. By their discernment, they show not only the great fruitfulness of Rosalie’s 

unique charism, but they make a significant contribution to the sustainability and the 

development of Rosalie’s work of mercy.  

 

                                                           
1 As everyone knows, in reality, and despite a change in mentality, it is often the mother who has 

the role of gratifying the needs of the child. However, it has been shown that other significant 

persons in the surrounding, such as the father, an aunt, a foster parent, etc. can also serve as a pole 

of security for the child. 

 


